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Rationale

• To provide an overview of existing evidence to inform priorities for the Emerging Minds Big Question 
Research Challenge

• Evidence-based interventions exist for use in community-based and school settings, but little is known 
about their implementation in practice



T H E  B I G  Q U E S T I O N  R E S E A R C H  C H A L L E N G E  



T H E  B I G  Q U E S T I O N  R E S E A R C H  C H A L L E N G E  

Rationale

• To provide an overview of existing evidence to inform priorities for the Emerging Minds Big Question 
Research Challenge

• Evidence-based interventions exist for use in community-based and school settings, but little is known 
about their implementation in practice



T H E  B I G  Q U E S T I O N  R E S E A R C H  C H A L L E N G E  

Aims

• Identify barriers and facilitators of implementation within community-based services and schools 

• Provide practical guidance, and suggestions for those 'implementers' within these settings
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Methods
• A librarian from Bodleian Library assisted in refining our search strategy, and running the search 

• We searched 8 electronic databases from 2011 to 30/07/2021: Ovid Embase; Ovid Medline, Ovid 
PsycINFO; Ovid Global Health: Scopus; Web of Science All Databases; EBSCO CINAHL; and EBSCO ERIC. 

• We included primary research studies, from peer reviewed journals which included data collected within 
the UK 
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Studies included (n = 5) 

Screened by second-coder

NB: All school-based 
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Emerging Findings: Barriers
Systemic

Competing national priorities and targets, knowledge and beliefs 

Organisational

Lack of time and resources, relative priorities, organisational complexity, school culture and beliefs

Individual

Accessibility of intervention to parents, teacher support and supervision, student age
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Emerging Findings: Facilitators
Systemic

High quality training, investment in program 

Organisational

Strong networks of communication, intervention compliments existing tools and resources, accessible points 
of contact 

Individual

Student responsibility, implementation advocates, effective leadership, teacher directed vs student-requested 
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Key Takeaway Messages

• Lack of evidence on barriers and facilitators overall, but especially from within community and voluntary 
support services 

• Lack of pragmatic strategies and tools for implementation

• No cohesive framework established (owed to 'complexity' of these settings) for supporting 
implementation of evidence-based practice, despite its key role in improving prevention and treatment 
children and young people's mental ill-health
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